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Rabbi Says:

Adult Education
Thursday, January 3rd
“Jews and Sports I”

“And I will make your seed

as the dust of the Earth; so
that if a man can count the
dust of the earth, then shall
your seed also be counted”.
( Genesis 13:16)

Presented by

Rabbi Mark Sobel

Near the end of this month
we w ill celebrate Tu B’Shvat,
the New Year of the Trees.
Comparable to A merican
Arbor Day, except that Arbor
Day is in September and Tu B’Shvat is now . Why, do
you ask, do w e have tree planting ceremonies in the
middle of w inter instead of the fall or the spring, as
does the rest of the world? The answ er has to do
with Trees’ roots in Judaism and Judais m’s belief in
Hope and Actions.
Last month I did a baby naming for the first born
of one of our graduates, and as we recited the prayer
over the w ine, I thought about how our children are
the fruit of our “loins” and our hopes for them never
waver even through times of great “darkness”,
“coldness” and “storminess”. We plant the seeds of
new life and then tend to it and w atch it grow. Our
care is rewarded by their creations and, G-d w illing,
we are able to see the fruit of their labors. The
prayer over the bread has a similar theme. We
praise G-d for bringing bread from the Earth, but w e
know that is not true. It is up to us to plant the seeds,
tend to the crops and then make the dough and bake
the bread in order to make it edible. Our children’s
lives are the same for us. We hope that if w e provide
nourishment, physical and spiritual, the “seeds” w ill
grow into young “saplings” w ho will continue to grow
and then create branches of their ow n.
(Continued on page 3)
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Fax (818) 557-7240
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January 22nd
Tu B’Shevat
Trees emerge from their sleep

January 25th
Shabbat Services
Junior Choir Performing
We now have available, to all
Temple families, a new “Family

Guide to the Holidays.”
In it you will find guides to blessings and
rituals for everyday Jewish life as well as
how to celebrate holidays, baby ceremonies, Bar and Bat Mitzvahs, special occasions and much more. This outstanding
guide can be picked up at the Temple.
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As this New Year begins the last of the snow birds fly
into Southern California leaving behind crisp bitter cold
days and snow.
The Siegels’ days are to be filled with sunshine and
blooming flora and fauna. I love when this season
arrives bringing laughter and evenings filled with wonder
smells from the kitchen as I walk through the front door
from a long days work.
My parents fill our home with activity, fun and they are always looking ahead
to the next exciting day. It is amazing how young they are at 77 and 75yrs of
age.
Many of you who know them ask often “When do your parents arrive?” “Are
they here yet?” So now I can say to all the other Bubbies and Zadies “Yes,
Nanny and Saba Siegel are here from now through March.”
On another note two wonderful members, Gary and Lynda Frommer, are going off to live in Oregon. We will miss them both so very much. They have
been a large part of our congregation attending every Friday service, participating and supporting every event that the temple held since they joined us
several years ago.
Gary has held office in the Men’s Club and Lynda has volunteered as our
bookkeeper for several years. We will miss them terribly.
We are still seeking someone with the bookkeeping skills to fill this position.
So we are spreading the word to all members that this job is not very time
consuming and takes just a few hours a month.
As Lynda steps down and before this couple moves to Oregon in March, she
is willing to train the next person who will take over all the duties this position
holds.
From our family to yours we wish all a happy New Year. May it be fulfilling
and a joy each and every day.
Lisa De Luca

TEMPLE BETH EMET CONTACTS
Gift Shop .............................. Fran Bernstein ...................818-920-0426
Havurah................................ Ruth Glick..........................818-780-9134
Host an Oneg........................ call Temple ........................818-843-4787
Men's Club............................ Rabbi Mark Sobel...............818-843-4787
PTA...................................... Beth Rosen........................818-843-4787
Reach Out ............................ call Temple ........................818-843-4787
Singles Group ....................... Steve Abrams ....................818-843-4787
Sisterhood Membership......... Ruth Glick..........................818-780-9134
Temple Enrichment ............... call Temple ........................818-843-4787
Temple Membership.............. Ruth Glick..........................818-780-9134
Temple Usage....................... Maurine Gold .....................818-848-5214
Tributes ................................ John Eisinger.....................818-842-5439
Ways and Means................... Mark Greenfield..................818-954-8861
Youth Group ......................... Mark Greenfield..................818-954-8861
Publicity………………………..Yvonne Beltzer………….......818-848-6204
Rabbi William M. Kramer Z''L . . . . . . . . . . Rabbibill.com
"May his memory be a blessing."
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Chai Times is a free, monthl y newsletter
delivered by mail or available on the
Templ e Beth Emet website.
Article submissions are welcomed and may
be emailed directl y to the Chai Times at
Chai_Times@TempleBethEmet.com
or by deliver y to the Templ e office. Articles
will be published based on s pace available,
relevant content, and at the discretion of the
Editing Staff, Temple Officers and Directors.

Tribute Cards
Tribute cards are alw ays in
order for happy or sad
occasions. These cards are a
wonderflul w ay to remember
or honor someone. The cost
of our Tribute cards is now
$3.00 each.
If you w ould like to send a
card, just contact our Tribute
Chairperson, John Eisinger at
818-842-5439, and he w ill do
the rest.

Happy
Anniversary
January Anniversaries
La Verne & Robert Cohen
Bonnie & Stuart Friedman
Diane & Ale xander Linger
Frances & Ron Kaden
Lucy & Uri Rafaeli
Chris & Victor Jacobovitz
Debra & John Gilmore
Herbert & Freda Murez
A belated Happy Anniversary to
Mark and Natalie Greenfield.
This was inadvertently left off of
last month’s list. Please accept
our apologies.

“Imagination makes a cloudy
day sunny.”

Rabbi Says: (Continued from page 1)

January Yahrzeit Donations

When w e plant trees w hile it is still cold, rainy, snow y
and demonstrate other examples of inclement ness w e affirm that the w eather w ill improve and that w e cannot be
deterred from completing our task, the grow th and nourishment of the Jew ish People. We also believe by extension
that G-d w ill help us to reach our goals, even though; the
immediate situation may be interfering w ith those goals. By
never giving up hope w e affirm that the w orld w ill improve
for ourselves and our children.
Actions are alw ays important in Judais m. A comment
on the role of actions in Judais m comes to us from Pirke
Avoth (The Sayings of the Fathers.) as an analogy w ith
trees: “One w hose deeds exceeds his w is dom, unto w hat is
he compared? Unto a tree the branches are few and the
roots many, so that even if all the w inds in the w orld come
and blow upon it, they move it not out of its place.”
So by planting trees in the midst of w inter w e show by
our actions that our faith is strong so strong that it cannot be
torn dow n even in the harshest of weathers. By implanting
in our children that they are to us the hope for the future and
by tending to their needs yet allow ing them to grow into the
adults they need to be, w e affirm the duality of hope and
action found in Tu B’Shvat, the Jew ish Arbor Day in the w inter.

Neal Friedm an
..In loving memory of Penny Buss
Martin Bibicoff
..In loving memory of Abraham Bibicoff
Dianne Bender
..In loving memory of Shirley Trott
Seym our Steinberg
In loving memory of Jacob Steinberg
Joyce & Bill Feinsilber
In loving memory of Sharon Shuman
Joyce & Bill Feinsilber
In loving memory of Ray Beck
Bertha Yaras
In loving memory of Ida Polakoff
The Fishel fam ily
In loving memory of Sylvia Fishel
Leo Peckm an
..In loving memory of Hilda Peckman
James & Susan Levin

B’Ahava and w ith w armth,

..In loving memory of Jo seph Steinmetz
Lois Jones

Rabbi Mark

..In loving memory of Fanny Sillman
Leah Nudell
..In loving memory of Ben Nudell

“What I Did For Hanukkah”
by

4th and

5th grade

students

Well first I had a delicious Hanukkah dinner and it had matzo
ball soup, chicken with gravy, salad and latkes. I played
dreidel with my family and lost. My sister, Andrea, won the
dreidel game. I w ent to the temple and had fun. We played
a game on the computer, we finished prayers, we sang
songs, and we spun dreidels. I went to a good concert w ith
my sister on the 2nd night of Hanukkah.
Nicolas Zevallos, 5th grade
What I did for Hanukkah was going to my Aunt Ilana's
house. When I was there I played dreidel with my sis ter, Veronica. For dinner I had bris ket and latkes. After dinner, we
opened presents. I got trading cards and American Girl outfits. On the last night of Hanukkah, I got a toy that makes
stuffed animals.
Kayla Daou, 4th grade
What I did for Hanukkah is play dreidel, lit the menorah, went
to temple. At the temple we played on the computer and we
sang songs. We ate latkes, colored dreidels and played with
them. We saw the war between the Macabees and Syrians.
Nick Reid, 4th grade
( continued on page 4)

Audrey Berm ack
..In loving memory of Harry Sternfeld

The Board is constantly working
hard to address the challenges of
the Temple, enhance the quality of
service to its members and make
our Temple one of which we can be
proud.
If you have any questions or
suggestions on how we can better
serve you, please get in touch with
us by calling or emailing the office
or by coming to one of our board
meetings. We meet on the second
Tuesday of every month. All members in good standing are welcome.
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To all of you at Temple Beth Emet,
Thank you all for supporting me and my
dream.
It has been more that four months since my
mother, Rachel Razankova, passed aw ay.
Lately, I have not been very social and present
at Temple activities. I w ould like to apologize to
all of you for being so distant. I am dealing w ith
the reality and trying to understand the fact that
I don’t have my mother w ith me any longer.
The emptiness and the pain are w ith me all the
time. Questions that do not have a clear and
an absolute answ er are follow ing me everywhere. I know that at one point w e all must
take the inevitable trip of death. But, I also
know that life is not fair and that I miss my
mother a lot.
Once again, thank you all for all your help w ith
everything. I know that I could not find a better
congregation to have asked for help from, to
pray for a miracle w ith, to share my pain and to
cry with, and to try to cope w ith the reality of
my loss w ith, than Temple Beth Emet.
Roni Razankova

Seymour Steinberg is looking for someone
to cook and prepare Jewish meals for him.
If you are interested in helping him, or if
you know of someone who would be able
to do this, give him a call at 818-842-7374.
Temple Beth Emet

600 N. Buena Vista St
Burbank CA 91505
(818)843-4787

“the temple with a heart”

An Independent Reform Congregation

Fran Bernstein
Kiddush Planner
We Welcome You To Our Friday Services – 7:30 PM
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What I Did For Hanukkah ( continued from page 3)

On the 3rd night of Hanukkah, I went over to my Aunt's
house for dinner, My sis ter and I didn't eat much, because we kept stealing Hanukkah gelt from the table,
and I also kept beating her at "dreidel".
After dinner was of course, present time!!! I got a fake
(but really cool!) pink diamond, a new pair of earrings,
over $80 (sweet!) and a lot more stuff. When my mom
gave me my present from her, we found out we had to
return it, because we heard it didn't work.
Hanukkah w as a lot of FUN!!! I hope you had a Happy
Hanukkah.
Veronica Daou, 5th grade
For Hanukkah I got a lot of gifts, a Nintendo D.S. and
darts. Hanukkah is one of my favorite holidays. At temple we said prayers, sang songs, ate latkes, colored dreidels, and tossed tennis balls to hit bad soldiers during
the war between the Macabees and Syrians. The Macabees won.
Adam Gross, 4th grade
On Hanukkah I said the prayer. Then w e lit the candles. Then w e played tons of games. One of them
was dreidel. On the second day w e lit the second
candle and then w e w ent to my friend's house. On the
third day w e did the hora. It w as fun, fun, fun. On the
fourth day I got to light the 4 candles. On the fifth day
at my school w e wrote a Hanukkah essay. On the 6th
and 7th day w e drew pictures of the menorah. On the
eighth day w e opened our last present and I got a
pump for my soccer ball. I w ish Hanukkah w asn't
over.
Mimi Tiger, 4th grade
Dear w hoever the heck is reading this,
I loved my Hanukkah. It w as so fun. The gifts, the
menorah, the dreidel. I loved that it w as so fun. We
also had a party on the 7th night of Hanukkah. It w as
very fun. We got gifts from them too. We played for 2
hours and it w as very fun. After they left we said good
bye. On the eighth night w e were sad Hanukkah w as
over but w e spent it good. I love Hanukkah.
Max Weisman, 4th grade
We are happy to w elcome back returning members
Jeff and Ilene Oseas

Pardon our chutzpa but we have to admit, our Hanukkah brunch was
something to bellow about. The joint was jumpin’. The food and the laughter flowed freely and
everyone had a good time. What made this brunch so special were all the people who showed
up. What fun it was to be with you. A big thank you to Fran and her crew for putting this on for
us. A special thank you to Jerry Engelberg for frying up those wonderful latkes and to Ian
Kranitz for making the most incredible music. These gents always come through for us.

The New Year cometh and that means it is time for resolutions. A good one to make is to
get active in sisterhood and help us help our Temple. Come to our next meeting on Tuesday,
January 15 and bring your ideas to the table. They will not fall on deaf ears. This meeting will
be a pot-luck, so bring your appetite. All Temple women are invited as our guest.

Some things to look forward to:
January 15 – Sisterhood meeting and pot luck
January 28 – Restaurant fundraiser. Look for more details on this.
February 24 – More good times – Karaoke party!
Sisterhood is friends working together for Temple and community. We are always receptive to
new ideas. Our president, Fran Bernstein, will be happy to hear from you. Call her at 818-9200426. She will be glad to fill you in on what we do here and answer any questions you may
have.

Tu B’She vat Trail Mix
3 cups old-fashioned oats
1 cup raw sunflower seeds
1/2 cup lightly toasted sesame seeds
1 cup w heat bran
1/2 cup oat bran
1/2 cup w heat germ
1/2 cup coarsely chopped walnuts
1 cup raw peanuts

1/2 cup coarsely chopped almonds
1/4 cup safflower oil
1 cup honey
2 cups mixed dried fruit
(raisins, golden raisins, dates,
figs, apples, pears cut into small
pieces)

Pre-heat oven to 300. Mix together the oats, sunflow er seeds, sesame seeds, w heat bran,
oat bran, w heat germ and nuts. Add oil and honey.
Pour the mixture into a baking pan w ith high sides. Bake until the grains and nuts are lightly
colored and thoroughly cooked, about 45 minutes. Stir the mixture every 5 to 10 minutes.
Let it cool completely. Stir and break up any clumps that might form w hile the trail mix
cools. Add the mixed dried fruit. Store in airtight container.
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2008

January

Sunday

6

Monday

7

5768
Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2

8

9

7:30 PM: Temple Board
Meeting
(members in good standing
are welcome)

13

14

15

6:30 PM Cribbage Club

16
6:30 PM Cribbage Club
7:30 PM Sisterhood
Meeting

20

21

22

23
6:30 PM Cribbage Club

Tu B’Shevat
10 AM
“Hav arah 007” Mtg

27

28

29

30
6:30 PM Cribbage Club

9:30 AM
Men’s Club Meeting and
breakfast

3

4

5

6
6:30 PM Cribbage Club
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2008

January

Thursday
3

Friday
4

7:30 PM

5768
Saturday
5

7:30PM Shabbat Services
9:00 AM—Religious School

Adult Education
“Jews and Sports I”

10

11

7:30 PM Shabbat Services

12
9:00 AM—Religious School

17

18

19

7:30 PM Shabbat Services
9:00 AM—Religious School

Tu B’Shevat
Celebration

24

25

26

7:30PM Shabbat Services

9:00 AM—Religious School

Oneg hosted by the Rolet family in honor of

Sara Rolet’s B’nai Mitzvah

Sara Rolet Bat Mitzvah

and the

Junior Choir is performing
31

1

2

7:30PM Shabbat Service

7

8

9:00 AM—Religious School

0

7:30 PM Shabbat Services
9:00 AM—Religious School
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January Yahrzeits
NAME

REMEMBERED BY DATE

Jan 4 at Temple

NAME

REMEMBERED BY

DATE

Jan 18 at Temple

Elmer Jacob
William Naythons

Phyllis Shear
David Naythons

Jan 1
Jan 1

Maurice Rosenthal

Gail Arce

Jan 15

Abraham Kogan

Nilda Benmaor

Jan 15

Bernard R. Pink
Bernard R. Pink

Nathan Lubow
Lester Pink

Jan 1
Jan 1

Moshe Marco

M/M Jerry Dash

Jan 15

Ray Stein

Bernice Dacher

Jan 16

Sol Sheik

Gail Arce

Jan 2

Jan 16

Bertha Yaras

Jan 2

Bernard Shenkman

Sandra Shenkman

Morris Yaras
Morris Yaras

Fran Bernstein

Jan 2

Helen Minelli

Leah Nudell

Jan 17

Bertha Shapiro

Leah Nudell

Jan 3

Joan Kramer

Congregation

Jan 3

Dolores Sands

Lance Sands

Jan 3

Philip Skolnik

Carl Skolnik

Jan 19

Shirley Green

Adele Beckenholdt

Jan 5

Lena Immerman

Erwin Immerman

Jan 19

Miriam R. Taub

Lillian Blakeman

Jan 5

Carmel Feinsilber

William Feinsilber

Jan 20

Carmel Feinsilber

Russell Beck

Jan 20

Walter Schuster

Sylvia Schuster

Jan 21

Jan 11 at Temple

Jan 25 at Temple

Lillian Mendelsohn

Russell Beck

Jan 6

Erika Sperber

Elisa Gallay

Jan 21

Leonard Levine

Norma Resnick

Jan 6

Eugene Gallay

Elisa Gallay

Jan 21

Margaret Buckley

Tom Kiernan

Jan 7

Leonore Cohen

Ruth Prinz

Jan 22

Sylvia Becker

Gerald Becker

Jan 9

Doris Lee Byron

Steve Byron

Jan 22

Meyer Nudell

Leah Nudell

Jan 9

Miriam Zahler

Adrienne Zahler

Jan 22

Tillie Friedman

Stuart Friedman

Jan 9

Miriam Everakes

Jerry Everakes

Jan 23

Ruben Reiter

Alice Strauss

Jan 10

Julius D. Sloves

Myra Sloves

Jan 23

Nathaniel Millman
Herman C. Nacht

Sylvia Gross Sutton Jan 10
Naoma Goodman
Jan 10

Anna Sobel

Rabbi Mark H. Sobel

Jan 24

Morris Miller

M/M Jerry Krakowski

Jan 24

Anna Romotsky

Bruce Epstein

Wallace Beck

Russell Beck

Jan 24

Baruch Vismonsky
Sadie Peurye
Ben Zober

Tsipi Yaffee
Jan 11
Leo Peckman
Jan 11
Maurine Zober Gold Jan 12

Ruth Frank

David Frank

Jan 25

Louis Bigley

Bruce Bigley

Jan 26

Herman Sandelman

Joyce Feinsilber

Jan 26

Lillian Halper

Merle Scher

Harry Shapiro

Sylvia Rabin

Jan 26

Lena Rosenthal

Gail Arce

Jan 28

Sylvia Gorowitz

Ben Garman

Jan 29

Nathan H. Rose

Beverly Genereux

Jan 29

Theodore Liebowitz

Geraldine Liebowitz

Jan 29

Theodore Liebowitz

Naoma Goodman

Jan 29

David Kleinberg

Frances Kleinberg

Jan 29

Theodore J. Kall

Sandra Phillips

Jan 30

Larry Jones

Doris Jones

Jan 30

Jan 10

Jan 12

Edward Zimmer
Feb 1 at Temple
Jan 18 at Temple
Rosalind Avrashow

Marlene Dreyfuss

Jan 13

Rosalind Avrashow
Ethyle Greenberg

Eileen Martin
Elaine Fishman

Jan 13
Jan 14

Victor Gaertn er

Helen Pappert

Jan 14

Toni Mattis

Congregation

Jan 14

Shirley Wolf

Congregation

Jan 14
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Special planning meeting will be
held in Blum hall on January 20 at
10 AM for the purpose of forming
a new havurah.
Are you interested in making new friends,
having fun, enriching your Jewish life?
Come to this meeting and we will try to
match you up with other Temple members
with similar interests as yours.
Havurahs are for all Temple adults,
whether married or single, have children in
the religious school or no children at all. All
that is needed is individuals who would like
to connect with other people who share a
common interest.
Call Ruth Glick at 818-780-9134 for information.

Simcha L’Chaim Havurah’s regular
gatherings include dinners out, holiday
celebrations and programs at a member’s
home, theater, trips, museums and all
around schmoozing and socializing.

15% Discount for Members of
Temple Beth Emet
SAT | ACT | LSAT | GM AT | GRE
K-12 Academic T utoring
Language Instruction
Tutors with years o f teaching experience
Private, Personally-Tailored Instruction
All Sessions at or near student’s hom e
www .jeffersonprep.com

1.888.w est.jeff

peter@jeffersonprep.com 1.888.937.8533

The last day to submit items to be inserted in the
Chai Times is the 15th of the month. If you have
something to submit, send it to the office or email
shirleyabramson@yahoo.com.
We thank the members of Rising Star Toastmasters
Club #1653 of Toluca Lake for their generous contribution of toys to our Childrens Hospital toy driv e.
Raise Funds for the Temple
and Help the Env ironment
at the Same Time!

We now accept Visa®, Master
Card®, Discover® and American
Express® for hassle free payments of dues, tributes, donaSave your pull tabs from your cans and
bring them separately to temple. They
help raise funds for Ronald McDonald
House. They help thousands of children

CELL PHONES: Simply collect cell phones from your parents,
friends, neighbors, & from businesses in your
community.
TONER AND INK JE T: Collect all your
used inkjet and toner cartridges from everybody you
know.
ALUMINUM CANS: Don’t throw that empty soda can
away. Collect aluminum cans from your friends,
family and neighbors and bring them to the Temple
so they can be redeemed for cash. (Please rinse out)
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2550 N. Hollywood Way, Suite 201

Special discounts and financing
for members of Temple Beth Emet
John. S. Manocchia
Auctioneer/Realtor
Mobile (818) 266-1372
Tel-Fax (818) 848-8436

1741 North Rose Street
Burbank, CA 91505

Blue Cross of California takes
the worry out of health care.
Our goal is to make staying healthy easier with a variety
of affordable plans to fit your needs. For over 65 years,
Blue Cross has been a leader in California offering quality
health care coverage with over 41,000 doctors and 400
hospitals in our network. We offer:
• Medicare Supplement Plans

• Individual and Family Plans

• Prescription Drug Coverage

• HSA-Compatible Plans
b y BC L ife & He alth In suran ce Comp any

• Dental Coverage

General Agency Insurance
Development Services
Authorized Independent Agent

8901 Olympic Blvd, Beverly Hills, CA 90211

.

SM

(310) 657-0100
insure@gaids.com • www.gaids.com

CA Insurance License #0511888
Blue Cross of California ( BCC) and BC Life & Health Insurance Company (BCL&H) are
In dep end ent Lice nsees o f th e Blue C ross Ass ociatio n (BCA). The Po wer of Bl ue an d the Bl ue

Cros s name and symbol are r egis tered service marks of the BCA. ©2005 BCC. CAN119

Page 10

Michael S . Yarus
Associate Vice President
Financial Advisor

335 N. Maple Drive
Suite 150
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
toll free 800 669 4866
tel 310 285 4916
fax 310 859 7245

Morgan Stanley
michael.yarus@morg anstanley.com

• Plans for Small Businesses

Call now and let us help take the worry out of your health care!

The Powe r o f Blu e

Paul Goldstein, Dire ctor of Sales
6001 Centinela Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90045
(800) 576-1994 ▪ (310) 641-0707 ▪ FD 1358
www.hillsidememorial.org

Burbank Supply Co.
General Merchandise
“You Want It, We Can Get It”
3407 Wyoming Ave.
Burbank, CA
Mar k Greenfield
Cell
(818) 749-2839
Phone (818) 954-8861
Fax
(818) 954-8861

PLAN AHEAD. IT’S A GIFT OF LOVE.
Rebecca O’Brien,
Advanced Planning Representative
800-600-0076 ext 337
robrien@mountsinaiparks.org

Me morial Parks and Mo rtuarie s
Hollywood Hills FD1010
5950 Forest Lawn Drive
Los Angeles

Simi Valley FD1745
6150 Mount Sinai Drive
Simi Valley

Dedicated to the entire Jewish community
as a service of Sinai Temple of Los Angeles
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THE TEMPLE WITH A H EART!
Mark H. Sobel, Rabbi
Lisa De Luca, President

TEMPLE BETH EMET OF BURBANK
Chai Times
Temple Beth Emet of Burbank
600 North Buena Vista Street
Burbank, California 91505
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