
Tot Shabbat Service begins at 5:30 PM on Friday, 

November 2.  Pizza Night begins at 6:00 PM.  Our 

Family Shabbat Service begins at 7:00 PM, as 

usual.   
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N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 8  

     “And יG-d said to Aḇram, 
“Go yourself out of your land, 
from your relatives and from 
your father’s house, to a land 
which I show you. 
 “And I shall make you a 
great nation, and bless you and 
make your name great, and you 
shall be a blessing! 
 “And I shall bless those who bless you, 
and curse him who curses you.”  Genesis 12  
   
The month of November holds two holidays that 
are among my favorites, one is Veteran’s Day and 
the other is Thanksgiving Day. This year the Adult 
Education Series, “Jews in America: Successes. 
Failures and Controversies” begins on November 
13 at 7 PM. We will be looking at the Historical 
background of both of these holidays.  
 

Most people don’t realize that the Puritans saw 

themselves as the modern day children of Israel 

and America was the Promised Land to them. 

Many of their customs were taken from our Tanak 

and they encouraged Biblical Studies. They were 

not the only ones who saw America’s promise and 

strove to link it with the Hebrew Scriptures. The 

oldest universities in America, of which Harvard is 

the second, William and Mary is the first, were 

Theological Seminaries which became universities. 

Harvard in fact has Hebrew Letters on its crest 

attesting to the value of Hebraicism to the 

university’s education of students. Further, my 

(Continued on page 3) 

Rabbi Mark is a regular contributor to the In Theory 
column, which appears in the Burbank Leader in 

print and online at:   
 
http://www.burbankleader.com/opinion/religion 
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Follow Temple Beth Emet of Burbank 

View webcasts at  

http://www.ustream.tv/discovery/live/all?

q=bethemetofburbank 

“Like” our Facebook Page at 

 https://www.facebook.com/

TempleBethEmet?fref=ts 

If you have any suggestions or ideas 

on how we can better serve our 

members, please call the office or 

email us at: 

office@Templebethemet.com 

Religious Leadership 
Rabbi Mark H. Sobel  
Lay Cantor, Kyle Orlemann 
Music and Choir Director,  
 Robyn Kreisberg 
 
Rabbi Emeritus William M. Kramer Z''L*  
*His memory will always be a blessing to us. 

 
2018 Officers and Directors 
Officers 
 Ira L. Goldstein, President 
 Ken Watnick, Vice President  
 Eileen Martin, Treasurer  
 Marlene Dreyfuss, Secretary 
Directors 
 Shirley Abramson 
 Barbara Bolter 
 Michael Johnson 
 Dan Gura 
 Mary Gura 
 Herbert Murez 
Men’s Club President 
 Ron Kurtz 
Sisterhood President  
 Fran Bourne-Johnson 
Morris Gold Religious School Faculty 
Rabbi Mark Sobel, Education Director 
 Shirley Kirschenbaum, Grades K-1 
 Martha Sousa, Teaching Asst. K-1 
 Laura Goldstein & Josh Sobel, Grades 2-3 
 Laura Goldstein & Josh Sobel, Grades 4-5 
 Brittany Amster, Grades 6-7 
 Rabbi Mark Sobel, Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Preparation 

 Brittany Amster, Confirmation (Grades 8-10) 
 Robyn Kreisberg, Music 
  . 
Religious School Parents Association  
Cherie Rye, President 
 
Preschool & Pre-Kindergarten 
Elaine Rosenfield, Director 
 
Office Staff  
 Office Manager/Secretary,  
 Victoria Gaffney 
 
 
 

Committee Chairs 
 
Calendar and Usage  
 Victoria Gaffney 
Communications 
      TBD 
Education  
 David Goldstein 
Membership 
 Barbara Bolter 
Ritual 
 Ira L. Goldstein 
Social Action 
 TBD 
Ways and Means 
 TBD 
Building and Maintenance  
 TBD 
Coordinators and Volunteers 
Adult Education 
 David Goldstein 
Chai Times Editor   
  TBD 
Children’s Hospital LA Toys 
  Shirley Abramson 
College Outreach 
 Cathy Zitnick, Chair 
 Hannah Cline 
  Shirley Abramson 
Havurahs  
 Ruth Glick, (818) 780-9134  
Library   
 Barbara Lux/Shirley Abramson 
Marquee 
 Craig Weisman/Rabbi Mark Sobel 
One Call   
  Victoria Gaffney 
Oneg Coordination 
  TBD 
Reach Out  
  Craig Weisman/Rabbi Mark Sobel 
Technology  
  TBD 
Historian   
  TBD/Rabbi Mark Sobel 
Youth Group Coordinator  
 TBD 
Webmaster 
 TBD 

Temple Beth Emet Office Hours  

Monday-Friday 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM  

Saturday & Sunday - closed  

The office is closed in observance of  

the following holidays:  

New Year’s Day, President’s Day,  

First day of Pesach, Memorial Day,  

Independence Day, Rosh Hashanah, 

Yom Kippur, Thanksgiving  

Call the Temple office at  (818) 843-4787 to 

contact Temple Staff/Volunteers.   

Your message will be forwarded to the 

appropriate person. 

CHAI TIMES 

Chai Times is the free, monthly 
newsletter of Temple Beth Emet 
of Burbank, delivered by email to 

members and available at 
www.TempleBethEmet.com.  

Mailed hardcopies are available 
for an annual TBE donation 
payable through the Office. 

Editable article submissions, 
photos and feedback are 

encouraged and due by the 15th 
of the month and may be emailed 

to:  

chaitimes@TempleBethEmet.com 
or delivered to the Temple office.   
Submissions will be published 

based on space available, 
relevant content, and at the 

discretion of the Editor, Temple 
Officers and Directors. 

TEMPLE BETH EMET (HOUSE OF TRUTH) ORGANIZATION 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
http://www.ustream.tv/discovery/live/all?q=bethemetofburbank
http://www.ustream.tv/discovery/live/all?q=bethemetofburbank
https://www.facebook.com/TempleBethEmet?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/TempleBethEmet?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/TempleBethEmet?fref=ts
mailto:chaitimes@templebethemet.com
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alma mater, Rutgers University’s newspaper is called the Targum, Hebrew for translation or 

elucidation. 

Therefore, it is not a large leap of faith to see Thanksgiving as the Puritans saw it, as an 

American Sukkoth, America was a Sukkat Shalom to them, so they did what we are 

commanded to do at Sukkoth, invite guests to the Sukkah for a meal. The Puritans may have 

been celebrating Sukkot on an even higher level as some scholars believe the Native 

Americans are descendants of the 10 lost tribes. But you will have to come to class on the 

13
th
 to hear more about that. 

Veterans Day is another holiday meaningful to our people. From the days of the Dutch in New 

Amsterdam when  Asser Levy and Joseph Barsimon sought the right to stand guard duty over 

the citizens there, Jewish men and later women have served in all the conflicts of America, 

including the Alamo and the  ‘Bloody  Kansas’ Border Wars. True to the Jewish concept of 

Rachmanut (mercy), one Jewish Commodore sought and succeeded in ending the custom of 

flogging sailors for crimes on board Naval Vessels. The highest medal awarded, the 

Congressional Medal of Honor has been awarded to more than 27 Jewish Men and women. 

The first Jewish serviceman to receive it was Benjamin B. Levy of the 1st New York Volunteer 

infantry for his service at the Battle of Glendale on June 30 1862. The citation for his medal 

read: “This soldier, a drummer boy, took the gun of a sick comrade, went into the fight, and 

when the color bearers were shot down, carried the colors and saved them from capture”. He 

was only seventeen years old when he received this medal.  

Perhaps, though, the most famous American Jewish veteran, Col. David Marcus, died in the 

noblest of causes, helping Establish the State  of Israel. He is buried at West Point, the 

military Academy, who, incidentally, had a Jewish officer in its first graduating class in 1802. 

In acknowledgement of his patriotism to the United States and Israel, his tombstone reads, 

simply, “A soldier for All Humanity”. 

So, as we celebrate these two holidays, let us remember to be Thankful to this country for 

allowing us to serve it and for its being an American Sukkat Shalom, a second land of great 

promise for our people.  

Oh, one more thing, please  reach out this month and ‘embrace’ a veteran, by phone, by 

internet or by self, whichever feels best for both of you. 

B’ahava, 

Rabbi Mark 

PS. Remember to Vote! 

(Continued from page 1) 

RABBI’S COLUMN CONTINUED 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - November 2018 
 

Spring forward, fall back. 
 
On the first Sunday of this month, we will join with most of the country in the ritual of 
changing our clocks and watches back one hour as Daylight Savings Time ends.  
Next March, we will do just the opposite as Daylight Savings Time begins again.Some 
of our devices do us the favor of changing their clocks automatically, but at least for me, there are plenty 
of clocks to change, and I have to remember how to change the time on the microwave, the coffee 
maker, and each of the cars. 

Astrological and agricultural reasons aside, it does seem apt that we “spring forward” in the Spring 
season.  Spring is seen as a time of renewal, of new life, and new beginnings.  For us, Spring brings 
Passover, the ultimate “new beginning” for our people. 

Autumn is different.  Darkness comes earlier in the day even before we change the clocks.  As the days 
become cooler, we can lose that driving fire within us. 

It is a time that we might fall back into old habits.  The High Holidays are fading in the rear view mirror of 
time and the promises we made to ourselves and to God become remote.  It is several months until the 
secular New Year, where resolutions are traditional. 

We need to resist this natural tendency to fall back into our old ways, be it in our personal relationships, 
ourselves, and our spirituality (including our involvement in the Temple Beth Emet community).  We need 
to keep our resolve to improve ourselves and our lives. 

There is no reason to wait until Hanukkah next month to rededicate ourselves.  We can start each day by 
rededicating ourselves to continue springing forward in life.  We can embrace the earlier dusk of autumn 
as a change to reflect on where we are on the journey of our lives, where we have been and where we 
are going.  This time of year may not have the external energy of Spring, but it can have the internal 
energy that will light our souls. 

Let us resolve that it is only our timepieces that are falling back, not ourselves. 

Two days after we change our clocks, we can do our part to change our things in our cities, state, and 
country.  Tuesday, November 6 is election day, and even if many of the races for many of the elected 
offices seem not to be competitive, there are local and state ballot measures, including one proposition 
dealing with daylight savings time, that will impact all of us.  I urge everyone to study the races and 
measures on the ballot and to VOTE. 

Finally, the end of the month brings Thanksgiving and each of us have things to be thankful for.  I am 
thankful for my family, of course, as well as renewed health after the scare I had earlier this year.  I am 
thankful for our Temple and everyone involved in it -- Rabbi Mark, Victoria, our officers and directors, our 
Preschool Administrator Elaine Rosenfield, our teachers in our preschool and religious school, everyone 
who volunteers at our Temple With a Heart, everyone who participates, everyone who supports us 
financially, and everyone who is part of our Temple community in any manner.  Thank you for being part 
of the Temple Beth Emet Family and a very Happy Thanksgiving to each and every one of you. 

 
-- IRA L. GOLDSTEIN, President.  
  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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EDUCATION MATTERS -  RSPA President,  CHERIE RYE 

Our children will be guarantors 
 
The Religious School students decorated the Sukkah, and their parents, 
spearheaded by our fearless 2-3 room parent, Leora, brought food for a potluck 
breakfast under the Sukkah. The children, parents, volunteers and teachers had a 
great time. Thank you to all the parents who brought food, served the food and spent 
time with the children, and helped clean up afterwards. We greatly appreciate all you 
do! 
 
As parents, many of us hold down jobs, provide care for the young, the aging or those who are ill, and we 
often have many responsibilities pulling us in different directions. We are aptly called the "sandwich 
generation," because we are literally sandwiched in-between those beginning life's adventures and those 
approaching the end. When I talk to parents, I often hear that folks feel stretched to their limits. Please 
know that your Temple and your Religious School appreciates what you do, however small you feel it is.  
 
Parents, you have taken the time to provide your child with a Jewish education. You've made the 
commitment to join Beth Emet. That, in itself, is a major contribution to the greater Jewish community. 
Our Temple is glad to have you. Teachers, assistants and volunteers, we are so glad to have you! 
According to the Midrash, G-d wanted some kind of security before giving the Jewish People the Torah, 
and who were the guarantors? Jewish children! By participating in the Temple and in Religious School 
with these children, we are keeping up our end of an ancient, yet vital commitment. So, to our children, 
parents, teachers, assistants and volunteers, thank you!  
 
On a lighter note, today I spoke with teachers at both ends of the Religious School's grade spectrum. Ms. 
Shirley talked about teaching the first letters of the Hebrew alphabet to the kids, and the connections they 
made to both the Hebrew words the hear and the English alphabet. Brittney, our youth instructor, lead a 
lively current events discussion based on articles in current Jewish journals. Margaret, our regular 
volunteer at the school, spoke to me about the importance of helping others in her life. She said being at 
the Religious School and helping with the kids gives her a sense of purpose. We are blessed to have 
volunteers like Margaret helping our school.  
 
We also miss retired Beth Emet instructor, Ms. Barbara, and we greatly appreciate her contributions to 
the Religious School and the Temple over the years. 
 
Our next parent meeting is planned for Sunday, November 4th at 9:00am. Thank you to the parents who 
attended today (October 14th's) meeting! We had a fun suggestion for the RSPA's contribution to the 
Temple-wide Hanukkah show. More to follow for parents in email. I hope to 
see you then if not earlier. In the mean time, here are some fun pictures of 
the Sukkot Brunch! 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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 Even more pictures of the Sukkot Brunch. 

EDUCATION MATTERS -  RSPA President,  CHERIE RYE (cont.) 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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TEMPLE BETH EMET  - HELP US KEEP GROWING 

Help Us Keep Growing! 

 
This year marks the 60th Year Anniversary of Temple Beth Emet of Burbank! 
 
You can join the celebration by joining our efforts to improve and update the Temple by making a 
contribution to our Go Fund Me page.   
 
Our goal is to raise $18,000 to help fund the improvements necessary to continue to provide a safe, 
quality, positive learning environment for our children, as well as our members of our congregation.  We 
chose the figure $18,000 to represent "Chai" which is the Hebrew word for "Life."  Donations can be made 
via check or by going to our Temple Beth Emet – Face Book page & clicking the Go Fund Me link: 
 
https://www.gofundme.com/kb8yn5-help-us-keep-growing?sharetype=teams&member=207948&rcid=r01-153012839128-
2a9ac4812a174539&pc=ot_co_campmgmt_w 

 
We thank you in advance for your help and look forward to seeing you at our 60th Year Celebration later 
this year! 
 
Shalom, 
 
Temple Beth Emet of Burbank 
President, Rabbi, Board of Directors & All Our Staff 

 SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS - NEWS YOU CAN USE!  

We are starting a B'Nei Mitzvah Adult Class on December 1, 2018 please contact 

the office for more information and to sign up. 

Beginning January 15, 2019, we will be offering an Adult Education Day Class, 

please contact the office for more information and to sign up. 

There has been interest in our next Israel trip.  While we are not planning a trip in 

2019, if there enough interest, 2020 may be a possibility.. 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
https://www.gofundme.com/kb8yn5-help-us-keep-growing?sharetype=teams&member=207948&rcid=r01-153012839128-2a9ac4812a174539&pc=ot_co_campmgmt_w
https://www.gofundme.com/kb8yn5-help-us-keep-growing?sharetype=teams&member=207948&rcid=r01-153012839128-2a9ac4812a174539&pc=ot_co_campmgmt_w
https://www.gofundme.com/kb8yn5-help-us-keep-growing?sharetype=teams&member=207948&rcid=r01-153012839128-2a9ac4812a174539&pc=ot_co_campmgmt_w
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TEMPLE BETH EMET  PRESCHOOL - ELAINE ROSENFIELD, DIRECTOR 

I'm often asked how we deal with Halloween in a Jewish preschool. My response  - every 

day is a dress-up day in preschool - these photos were all taken well before the holiday... 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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The Sisterhood of Temple Beth Emet met on Sunday, October 14, 2018. 

Members of the Sisterhood helped out with Family Promise.  Many thanks to Susie Berman for organizing and 
managing this event.  There were two families with 8 children.  Those of us who attended enjoyed speaking with 
them.  Thanks to all of you who brought food and ate with the families. Thanks to Marlene, Iris, Susie and Anne 
Berman, Shirley Abramson, and Fran and Michael for your contributions.  If I left anyone out, thank you too! 

Eileeen Martin reported an ongoing stream of revenue from the books and magazines that people have donated to 
the Temple for sale.  Thanks Eileen for all you do! 

The Sisterhood will be participating in the Temple Talent Show and Hanukkah Celebration, Sunday, December 
2.  Our entry will be a surprise.  Many thanks to the efforts and talents of Susie Berman, Marlene Dreyfuss and 
Anya Marshall.   

We will again be doing seasonal gift wrapping at Barnes and Noble.   
Anne Berman is co-ordinating the event.  Anne will bring the schedule to our next meeting so that all who want can 
participate.  If you our unable to come to the  Sisterhood Meeting this Sunday, November 4, please contact Anne 
Berman at  calianne@gmail.com.  

The Sisterhood will again be participating in "Hanukkah in the Foothills" in Tujunga.  Lucy Berman is chairman of 
that project.  We had a great time last year and our jelly donut table was a big hit.  We're planning on having a "fill 
your own donut" table again this year.  The date is Monday, December 10 at the Elks Lodge in Tujunga.  FYI The 
Elks Lodge is the site of a former Temple.  We hope to see you there. 

Many thanks to Shirley Abramson for managing our gift shop.  Check and see what Shirley has for the holidays. 

Lastly, the Sisterhood stands in Solidarity with the Pittsburgh Synagogue and all of those who oppose acts of 
Antisemitism.  We cannot not be silent. We must join with our fellow citizens to present an alternative to hate. 

Regards, 

 

Fran Bourne Johnson 

President, TBE Sisterhood 

TEMPLE BETH EMET SISTERHOOD  - FRAN BOURNE  JOHNSON, PRESIDENT 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
mailto:calianne@gmail.com
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Do You Have a Son and/or Daughter In College? 

 
Temple Beth Emet has started a program to connect with our students 

attending a College.  We would like to help them to continue their Jewish 

way of life and offer them additional support. This way, they will always have 

an open line of communication with our Rabbi, should they have questions 

or need direction; and we will remind them of their link to Israel and to keep 

connected to the Jewish Community.  After college, we hope to have them 

join our Temple, as an adult. 

Please send an e-mail and give me the following information:  

 The name of the Student; 

 Class Level; 

 Address; 

 Name of the University, and; 

 If the Student is a member of any organization or club on 

campus. 

The Temple will send a care-package for each holiday, as a gift to the 

Student with a calendar of events at the Temple for each month.  The 

Student will be invited to all events sponsored by the Temple. We would like 

to encourage the Student to return to the Temple as often as they wish; as 

the Temple would like to offer itself as a second home and place of Jewish 

learning.  I look forward hearing from you!   

Cathy Zitnick, Chair 

TBE College Outreach 

CMARRIOTT01@msn.com  

Shop at Ralphs? Register your 

reward card at ralphs.com and 

add TBE as your organization 

“LIKE” US ON 

FACEBOOK! 

Check out the Temple Beth 

Emet of Burbank Facebook 

page!  Share relevant Jewish 

issues, timely messages, and 

pictures with your Temple 

Family and follow happenings 

at TBE, as well. 

Tribute Cards 

Tribute cards are always in order 
for happy or sad occasions. 
These cards are a wonderful way 
to remember or honor someone.  
 
Did you know that you can get on 
an automatic mailing to those in 
need of well wishes by contacting 
the office? 
 
A card will automatically be sent 
from you in your name to those in 
need of healing and an amount of 
$10 will be added to your bill 
each time a card is sent in your 
name.  

 

Contact the Temple Office at: 

TBE  House of   Gathering and Education 

 This Is Your Personal Invitation to Join  

Temple Beth Emet’s Sisterhood 

Sisterhood is a group of friends who work together for our Temple, our children, and 

our community, in a very tangible way.  Our President,  

Fran Bourne-Johnson, will be happy to hear from you.  Call her at  (617) 306-3835                   

or e-mail:  franbourne@gmail.com.  She will be happy to acquaint you with what we do 

and find out what your interests are. We are sure you will fit in and we will be happy to 

welcome you!  

We meet the first Sunday of every month at 10:00 AM in Blum Hall.  Please join us.  

Dues are only $15 per year (commencing September of every year).  Please fill out this 

form, cut it out and send it with your payment to:  TBE Sisterhood, c/o TEMPLE BETH 

EMET, 600 N. Buena Vista Blvd., Burbank, CA  91505; or just leave it with the Temple 

Office. 

NAME______________________      ADDRESS__________________________________________               

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

CELL PHONE______________________ 

 JOIN THE SISTERHOOD! 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
http://ralphs.com
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TEMPLE BETH EMET  HOUSE OF GATHERING 

Remember the sick, recovering and bereaved with cards, 

calls and visits. 

Please say prayers of Refuah Sh’leimah for: 

 
 
Orven Schanzer has been ill for some time now, 
may G-d grant him comfort and complete 
recovery. 
 
Stuart Friedman has been ill.  Let’s join 
together in prayer for his improved and 
continued good health. 
 
 

 
 
 

Please call the Temple Office  
at (818) 843-4787 if a  

Temple Member is sick, recovering or  
hospitalized. 

Havurah Happenings 
 

Havurah Simcha L’Chaim 
 

Havurah Simcha L'Chaim members are mainly 

retired people.  If you would like to join, please 

let me know.  If you would like to be in a new 

Havurah, please let me know and we can try to 

get a new group started.   

 

 
 

Please call me to discuss it. 
 
 
 

Ruth Glick  818 780 9134 

The Sisterhood Gift Shop is filled with products 

for all your Judaic needs.  All items are 

reasonably priced and wonderfully thoughtful 

gifts for birthdays, bar and bat mitzvot, 

anniversaries, or just to say, “I love you.” 

TOT SHABBAT IS STILL AT  
5:30 PM.  PIZZA NIGHT IS THIS 

MONTH ON NOVEMBER 2 AT 6:00 
PM. OUR FAMILY SERVICE WILL 

CONTINUE AT 7:00 PM.  
COME JOIN US! 

 
PLEASE CALL THE TEMPLE 
OFFICE AT (818) 843-4787 TO 
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS.  

  

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
tel:818%20780%209134
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TEMPLE BETH EMET MEMBERSHIP “CHAI LIGHTS” 

IN MEMORY OF OUR LOVED ONES 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONSI 

Alan Shear remembered by  

Phyllis Shea 

 

Bernard Cohen remembered by  

Robert & LaVerne Cohen 

 

Lester Klein remembered by  

Cheryl Mundon 

November Birthdays 
Gavin Epstein November 3 

Bert Goldberg November 3 

Yoni Fogelman November 6 

Emily Jayne Mintz-Kreyns November 6 

Shirley Abramson November 11 

Maxwell Wolloff November 21 

Morris Bolter November 25 

Jennifer Franklin November 27 

Greg Dorfman November 30 

  

November Anniversaries 

Dan & Mary Gura November 10 

Joel & Sarah Lava November 11 

Sponsoring an Oneg Shabbat is a wonderful 

way to honor or celebrate an event -- Bar 

Mitzvahs, anniversaries, remembrance, simcha, 

or simply because its Shabbat!  We try not to 

make this process complicated, so if you would 

like to sponsor an oneg, give us a call! 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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Temple Beth Emet Book Club 

Conducted by Fran Bourne-Johnson. 

 

Where:  Blum Hall at Temple Beth Emet of Burbank 

When:    Tuesday, November 27, 2018  7:00PM to 8:30 PM 

What is the book we  . 

will read and discuss:    The Color of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother by James 

McBride. 

 

Where to get the book:   The book is available on Kindle, Amazon.com or Alibris, as well as local  

    libraries.  Please read the book and be prepared to discuss it. 

 

Cost of Participating:   Free! 

*Synopsis:   The Color of Water: A Black Man’s Tribute to His White Mother is a 1995 work of nonfiction 

that is part autobiography, part memoir, and part biography as James McBride, the child of an 

interracial marriage, writes of his growing up in the civil rights era and of the story of his 

mother, a Polish Jew, who in 1942 married a black man. The chapters alternately tell of 

James’s early life and of the experiences of his mother, Rachel, who changed her name to 

Ruth to sound more American. James’s biological father was Andrew Dennis McBride, an 

African-American who succumbed to cancer before James was born in 1957. Ruth and 

Dennis had eight children, and she later had four more with her second husband, Hunter 

Jordan, the only father James knew. The title of the book stems from an event early in 

James’s life in which he proved in a science contest that water is colorless. A more poetic 

explanation of the title comes from Ruth’s response to James when, as a boy, he asks her if 

God is black or white. Her response is, “God is the color of water. Water doesn’t have a 

color.” Juxtaposed in the narrative are the experiences of James growing up biracial and 

Ruth’s trials as a white, Jewish woman married to a black man. At the heart of his story is 

James’s realization that his self-awareness needs to be born out of an understanding of his 

mother’s path in life.  

 

See you November 27! 

 

 

 

*Synopsis courtesy of Supersummary.com 

TEMPLE BETH EMET - BOOK CLUB 

Coming up: 

Book Club will not meet in December. 

For January 2019, The Ice Cream Queen of 

Orchard Street by Susan Jane Gilman. 

For February 2019, The Jew in the Lotus by 

Roger Kamenetz  

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

        1 2  

5:30 PM TOT 

SHABBAT  

6:00 PM  Pizza 

Night  

7:00 PM FAMILY 

SERVICE 

3 

4  

9:00 AM -   NOON  

Religious School  

5 6 7 8 9  7:30 PM   

Shabbat Service 

10 

 

11  9:00 AM -    

NOON  Religious 

School  

 

10:00 AM 

Sisterhood 

Meeting 

 

2:00 PM 

Sylvia Sutton 

Memorial 

12 13 14 15 16  7:30 PM   

Shabbat Musical 

Service 

17 

18  

9:00 AM -  NOON   

Religious School  

 

9:00AM 

RSPA Meeting 

19 20  

 

21 22 

 

THANKSGIVING 

23  7:30 PM 

Shabbat Service 
24 

25 9:00 AM -  

NOON  Religious 

School   

26 27 

7:00PM - 

Book Club 

28 29 30   

Coming in December:  Sun., Dec. 2 - Hanukkah begins at sundown.  Tues., Dec. 4  - Temple Board Meeting, 7:00 PM.  

Sun., Dec. 9 - Sisterhood Meeting, 10:00 AM.  Mon., Dec. 10 - Hanukkah in the Foothills - 6:30 PM.  Tues., Dec. 11 - 

Adult Education, 7:00 PM. Sun., Dec 16 - RSPA Meeting, 9:00 AM. 

NOVEMBER 2018 CHESHVAN /KISLEV 5779 

Chai Times  
Submissions   

are Due 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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  MONTHLY  YAHRZEITS   HONORING THE MEMORY OF LOVED ONES 

CREATE A LASTING LEGACY 

Planned Giving is a wonderful and loving way to ensure the legacy of Temple Beth Emet of 

Burbank and future generations.  Planned Giving can be as simple as a bequest or a more complex 

financial arrangement which can provide many options and possible tax deductions for the donor.   

Speak with your legal and financial advisors as to the best way to structure your wills and estate 

planning to include the Temple in your current and future plans. 

Information on Planned Giving can also be found on our website at: 

 http://www.templebethemet.com/social-action/donations/ 

NAME REMEMBERED BY: DATE  NAME REMEMBERED BY: DATE 

       

At Temple November 2, 2018  At Temple November 16. 2018 (contunued) 

Vivian Liberson The Liberson Family November 1  Anton Fulop Joyce Feinsilber November 13 

Lenora Carpe Maurine Gold November 1  Gloria Glatzer Flo Mazzei November 14 

William Feinsilber Joyce Feinsilber November 1  Robert Margolin Neil Margolin November 15 

Jewelle Bowen Barbara Klivens November 1  Lester Vourn Barbara Bolter November 16 

Sarah Schiffman Ilysha Buss November 2  Ruth Fishman Scott Fishman November 16 

Bess Jacob Pyllis Shear November 2  At Temple November 23. 2018 

At Temple November 9, 2018  Marta Berger James P. Small November 17 

Penny Buss Neal Friedman November 4  Janita Haver Steve Shanker November 17 

Fanny Schuster Sylvia Schuster November 5  Alison Glass Anthony Glass November 18 

Helen Margolin Neil Margolin November 6  David Nudell Mayer Nudell November 19 

Rhoda Bibicoff Bruce Bibicoff November 7  Albert James Hanlin Neil Margolin November 21 

Luis Guzman Lila Tepper November 7  Joan Feinsilber Joyce Feinsilber November 22 

Cele Rothman Linda Faden November 7  Jack Bolter Shirley Abramson November 23 

Mary Cohen Charley Cohen November 7  At Temple November 30 

Norman Goodman Congregation November 7  Abraham Bibicoff Martin Bibicoff November 25 

Hannah Davis Marcia Jackman November 8  Robert Margolin Neil Margolin November 25 

Edward Bernstein Fran Bernstein November 8  David Antelman Judith Antelman November 26 

Lillian Swedlove Herbert Murez November 9  Dr. Edwin Butler M/M Neil Margolin November 27 

Sam Miller Marlene Dreyfuss November 9  Sara Guttentog Rabbi Mark Sobel November 27 

Helen Meyerfeld The Congregation November 9  Harry Avarbuch Mitzi Rattner November 28 

Moussa Hakakha Rabbi Mark & Mina November 9  Anita Crane Rhonda Smith November 28 

Frances Rose Eileen Martin November 9  Grace Fulop Joyce Feinsilber November 29 

Frances Rose Marlene Dreyfuss November 9  Elizabeth Sopasnik Marlene Flowers November 29 

At Temple November 16. 2018  Elizabeth Sopasnik Judith Antelman November 29 

Leroy Stacel Maretta Swartz November 10  Shirley Trott Dianne Bender November 29 

George Gross Sylvia Gross Sutton November 10  Lewis Pappert Marilyn Pappert November 29 

Leah Factor Congregation November 11  Mildred Marcus Ellie Somerfield November 30 

Saul Schohan Sue Schohan November 11  Harry Robins Judy Robins November 30 

Elizabeth Glass Laura Soroka November 12     

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
http://www.templebethemet.com/social-action/donations/
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How the Jews in America have “made it.” 

  How America has made them. 

    How they have made America. 

 

November 13 THE COLONIAL PERIOD 

   1492-1803  

December 11 THE FIRST EXPANSION 

   1803-1860  

January 8  CIVIL CONFLICT 

       1850-1881  

February 12 THE GREAT INDUSTRIAL IMMIGRATION 

          1881-1924  

March 12  THE 20TH CENTURY EXPERIENCE  

     1925-2000  

All sessions begin at 7:00 PM—Open to the public. 

There is no charge for this series, donations accepted. 

JEWS IN AMERICA 

Temple Beth Emet 

ADULT EDUCATION SERIES 
2018 - 2019 

Presented By Rabbi MARK H. SOBEL  

LIFELONG LEARNING 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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TBE  PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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PLAN AHEAD. IT’S A GIFT OF LOVE. 

Rebecca O’Brien, 

Advanced Planning Representative  

800-600-0076 ext 337 

robrien@mountsinaiparks.org 

 

Memorial Parks and Mortuaries  

 

Hollywood Hills FD1010                   Simi Valley FD1745 

 5950 Forest Lawn Drive                 6150 Mount Sinai Drive 

        Los Angeles                 Simi Valley 

 

Dedicated to the entire Jewish community 

as a service of Sinai Temple of Los Angeles. 

Chai Times Ad Rates 

 

Ad Size Monthly Annually 

 1/8 page $7.50   $  70 

  1/4 page  $15   $180 

  1/2 page  $25   $300 

  3/4 page  $30  $360 

  Full page  $50  $600 

 
Please contact the TBE Office to place your ad!  You’ll be glad 

you did.  

 

The Chai Times is posted on the Web and reaches hundreds of 

TBE members in the San Fernando Valley area and 

surrounding areas (even as far as Alaska!). 

TBE  PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS   

IRA L. GOLDSTEIN 

Attorney at Law 
3500 West Olive Avenue, Third Floor 

Burbank, California  91505  

(818) 845-1421 

 

Estate Planning—Probate—Family Law  

Civil and Business Matters 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
mailto:robrien@mountsinaiparks.org
http://www.camphotobur.com/
http://www.aaamobility.com/
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NoHo Mailboxes 

5062 Lankershim 
Blvd. 

N. Hollywood, CA 
91601 

 

818-506-7744 
Scott & Ezra Bergstein 

FedEx, UPS, DHL, 
USPS 
Private Mailboxes 
Packing, Shipping 
& Office Supplies 

20% off FedEx 
and DHL Express 
Shipping for  
Temple Members. 

  TBE  PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 

BROWSE OUR  
TEMPLE BETH EMET  

GIFT SHOP 
 

 
TOP QUALITY TALLITS FOR MEN, 

WOMEN, BAR & BAT MITZVAH 
All with matching bag and kippot. 

All at reasonable prices. 

 

We honor the memories of the victims of the shooting at  
Tree of Life Congregation, a synagogue in the Squirrel Hill  

neighborhood who died on Shabbat, October 27, 2018/18 Heshvan 5779 

 
Joyce Fienberg Richard Gottfried Rose Mallinger  Jerry Rabinowitz 
Cecil Rosenthal David Rosenthal  Bernice Simon  Sylvan Simon 
Daniel Stein Melvin Wax  Irving Younger 
 

May their memories be for a blessing. 

We also offer prayer for r'fuah sh'leimah, the renewal of  
body and spirit, for those injured  

 
Congregants: Andrea Wedner,  Daniel Leger,  

First Responders: Timothy Matson  Daniel Mead  Anthony Burke 
 Michael Smidga  John Persin   Tyler Pashel 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com

