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WELCOME LETTER FROM RABBI SOBEL 

Dear Parents and Students, 

We at Temple Beth Emet welcome all of you, newcomers 
and returnees to our 2030-2021 5780-5781 Religious 
school year.  For you new comers, let me tell you all about 
the students who learned with us on Zoom when many 
others at other schools did not. We are very proud of 
those who after a demanding Zoom public school study 
week gave up their Sunday mornings to learn about 
Judaism and the Hebrew language. It wasn’t easy but they 
came, they saw, they sang and they conquered, Judaism. 

To you returning students. You have set the educational 
bar high for the newcomers. Please treat them with love, 
caring and show them a real Temple Beth Emet of Burbank welcome. Remember 
you were once like them, new to our school and new to Jewish learning. Please 
help the newcomers to find their place. You have in the past and we know you will 
do it in the future. 

Parents, thank you so much for bringing your most precious item to us, your 
children. We promise you we will help them learn about their heritage and be proud 
of who they are. 

 In these challenging times, where physical distancing is the norm, we pledge that 
our love and caring for your child will transcend the confines of the computer 
screen and will be manifested for the time being as a spiritual hug waiting for the 
day, as Christine Leachy says, ‘we all can redeem the hugs we have been 
stockpiling (paraphrasing the Kaiser-Permanente ad). 

If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to call the Temple to speak 
to me. I return all my calls. 

Shalom, 

Rabbi Mark H.  Sobel 
Educational Director
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