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D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 1  

 “Always increase 

Holiness, never decrease 

Holiness” (Rabbi Hillel Talmud 

on Lighting the Menorah)  

 Happy Hanukkah! 

 We know that the word 

Hanukkah means, rededication. So what are we 

rededicating ourselves to? The Temple of 

Course. We started last month with a successful 

Parking Lot Sale run by the Sisterhood. 

 If I have a critique, it is that more people 

didn’t participate. We could have used more 

items to sell. We could have had more Temple 

people buying things from the Temple Family 

and more people could have helped clean –up. 

At this time of year, I am reminded of the entire 

Hanukkah epoch! 

 We all know the story of Hanukkah where 

the Maccabees defeat the Seleucid Greeks and 

fellow Jews who turned against our own people, 

cleaned -out the Temple and miracle of miracle 

the oil lasts for 8 days. 

 But what most people don’t know is that 

the Civil War of our people lasted for several 

more years. After great loss of life, the 

Maccabees did win and took control of the Land 

of Israel. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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at Noon 

 
 
 
 

http://www.templebethemet.com/home/
upcoming-events/zoom-weekly-events/ 

Temple Board Meeting 
December 7, 2021 - 7:00 PM 

Adult Education Series Begins 
 

We Lived There, Too! 
 

December 14, 2021 - 7:00 PM 
NORTH AFRICA AND EGYPT  

Ptolemy to Elephantine 

 

 

HANUKKAH CELEBRATION 
Sunday, December 5 at 6:30 PM 

Our Adult Choir will be joining us and the 

children of our Religious School will be 

performing. We will also be having a 

community song fest. So bring your voices!  

We will also light the Temple Beth Emet 

Giant Hanukkiyah.. 

SHABBAT SERVICE 
Now livestreaming on our YouTube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMGJ-
6nbjGVT157iUgKFBgQ 

 
and on Zoom 

Meeting ID: 883 0603 3879, Passcode 144071 
Call in: (669) 900-6833 or (408) 638-0968  

http://www.templebethemet.com/home/upcoming-events/zoom-weekly-events/
http://www.templebethemet.com/home/upcoming-events/zoom-weekly-events/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMGJ-6nbjGVT157iUgKFBgQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMGJ-6nbjGVT157iUgKFBgQ
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Follow Temple Beth Emet of Burbank 

“Like” our Facebook Page at 

 https://www.facebook.com/

TempleBethEmet?fref=ts 

If you have any suggestions or ideas 

on how we can better serve our 

members, please call the office or 

email us at: 

office@Templebethemet.com 

 
 
 
 
Religious Leadership 
 Rabbi Mark H. Sobel  
Music and Choir Director,  
 Robyn Kreisberg 
 
Rabbi Emeritus William M. Kramer Z''L*  
*His memory will always be a blessing 
to us. 

 
2020/21 Officers and Directors 
Officers 
 Ira L. Goldstein, President 
 Ken Watnick, Vice President  
 Eileen Martin, Treasurer  
 Melissa Potter, Secretary 
Directors 
 Dan Gura 
 Mary Gura 
Barbara Harmon 

 Herbert Murez 
 Theida Salazar 
Sisterhood President  
 Marlene Dreyfuss 
 
Morris Gold Religious School Faculty 
Rabbi Mark Sobel, Education Director 
Shirley Kirschenbaum K-3 
Laura Goldstein Hebrew 4-5 
Miranda Goldstein 4-5 Social Studies  
Robyn Kreisberg Social Studies 6-8 
Olivia Goldstein 6 Hebrew  
Rabbi Mark 7-8 Hebrew, Bar/Bat 

Mitzvah Class 
Robyn Kreisberg, Music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Religious School Parents 
Association  

Cherie Rye, Liaison 
 
Office Staff  
Administrative Assistant,  
 Coming soon! 
 
Committee Chairs 
Education  
 David Goldstein 
Ritual 
 Ira L. Goldstein 
  
Coordinators and Volunteers 
Adult Education 
 David Goldstein 
Chai Times Editor  
  Ira L. Goldstein 
Children’s Hospital LA Toys 
  Shirley Abramson 
Havurahs  
 Ruth Glick, (818) 780-9134  
Library   
 Shirley Abramson 
Marquee 
 Rabbi Mark Sobel 
One Call   
  Diane Lewis-Goldstein 
Reach Out  
  Rabbi Mark Sobel 

Temple Beth Emet Office Hours  

Monday - Friday - 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Saturday & Sunday - closed  

The office is closed in observance of  

the following holidays:  

New Year’s Day, President’s Day,  

First day of Pesach, Memorial Day,  

Independence Day, Rosh Hashanah, 

Yom Kippur, Thanksgiving  

Call the Temple office at  (818) 843-4787 to 

contact Temple Staff/Volunteers.   

Your message will be forwarded to the 

appropriate person. 

CHAI TIMES 

Chai Times is the free, monthly 
newsletter of Temple Beth Emet 

of Burbank available at 
www.TempleBethEmet.com.  

Mailed hardcopies are available 
for an annual TBE donation 
payable through the Office. 

Editable article submissions, photos 
and feedback are encouraged and 
due by the 15th of the month and 

may be emailed to:  

chaitimes@TempleBethEmet.com or 
delivered to the Temple office.   

Submissions will be published based 
on space available, relevant content, 

and at the discretion of the Editor, 
Temple Officers and Directors. 

TEMPLE BETH EMET (HOUSE OF TRUTH) ORGANIZATION 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
https://www.facebook.com/TempleBethEmet?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/TempleBethEmet?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/TempleBethEmet?fref=ts
mailto:chaitimes@templebethemet.com
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RABBI’S COLUMN (CONTINUED) 

 Then problems came. While calling for a rededication to our people and the Temple, 

the Maccabees wanted to take control of both the Temple, they were Cohanim, members 

of the priestly class, and it was due to them, and the civil government, rested since the 

days of the first Temple with Kings and such, the Secular leaders. 

 The people refused to give its consent to the Hasmoneans (Hasmoneans is the 

Maccabees’ family name) selfishness and a Civil War Broke out. It became so dangerous 

for them, that the Maccabees (invited the Roman emperor Pompeii to rescue them. 200 

years later the Romans exiled us from our own land 

 Dedicating ourselves today to rebuilding Temple Beth Emet after the horror of the 

pandemic is important to our lives as well as the lives of the entire Temple family. Selfish 

striving to increase power and influence will end as it did for the Hasmoneans in disaster 

for the Temple as well as each of us. 

 Dedicating oneself to the rebuilding of our Temple is paramount, but whatever good 

works we do must not be followed by desires and actions that destroy. Further if your 

actions are not dedicated to rebuilding the Temple, but aimed at rebuilding yourself the 

same axiom holds   “Divisive acts can destroy victorious actions”. 

 I love acrostics! Here is a Hanukkah acrostic I pray will help with our Rededication: 

 H HAYYIM LIFE 

 N NER  GIVE LIGHT 

 U V  AND 

 K KOACH STRENGTH 

 K KVOD HONOR 

 H HASHEM GOD 

 WHAT IT MEANS IS WE SHOULD ALL: 

“LIVE A LIFE THAT GIVES LIGHT, STRENGH AND HONOR TO GOD” 

B’Ahava and Hag Sameach, 

Rabbi Mark 

(Continued from page 1) 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - December 2021 

Next year's gonna be better than this year (Woo) 

Next year's gonna be better than this 'cause 

New Year's Eve comin' with a fresh kiss, yeah 

Next year's gonna be better than this 

Let's go  

- Next Year, Macklemore 

I remember last year at this time anxiously counting down the days to the end of the year.  

Let’s face it, 2020 was a tough year. In March 2020 much of our normal lives came to a 

screeching halt.  At first we thought it was only going to be for a few weeks before we 

could return to our normal lives.  In retrospect, we have to laugh at our naiveté.   Weeks 

turned into months.  We learned how to count to 20 while washing our hands.  We learned 

to wear masks when we went out.  We learned how to use Zoom. 

We got through 2020.  Here at Temple Beth Emet, we continued Shabbat services, 

Religious School, board meetings, adult education, even High Holidays relying on 

technology and creativity.  We learned as we went on.  By December of last year, we had 

hope -- the more science learned about the Corona virus the better we were able to take 

steps to protect ourselves.  We learned we didn’t have to wipe down everything that came 

into the house, we learned when and the correct way to wear masks. 

Last December we were looking forward to the miracle of vaccines that would end the 

pandemic.  Maybe we were still being a little naïve, but perhaps instead it was hope, 

perseverance, and optimism.  Whatever it was, I was very happy to see 2020 end. 

Well, 2021 did not turn out to be quite as positive as we had hoped, but it was a darn sight 

better than the year before!  As the vaccines became more and more available and 

conditions started to improve our lives became less restricted. 

At Temple, we resumed in-person worship on Shabbat.  We began holding board meeting 

at Temple again.  This fall we resumed on-site instruction in our Religious School.  We 

even had High Holiday services at Temple, live and with people attending.  Adult Education 

is in-person as well.  We are still taking appropriate precautions, we still offer online 

versions of religious services, our Hanukkah celebration this year will be outdoors in front 

of the Temple again, but even with dealing with the Delta variant (and watching with 

apprehension the emergence of Omicron) we are making our way toward our new normal. 

Every time we do something we haven’t been able to do since the pandemic began it feels 
(Continued on page 6) 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com


 www.TempleBethEmet.com           Office@TempleBethEmet.com         818-843-4787             Page 5                

 

 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

Bess Jacob remembered by Phyllis Shear 

William Aronoff remembered by Naomi Aronoff 

Larry Weinfeld remembered by Bradley S. Weinfeld and the Weinfeld Family 

Edward Bernstein remembered by Francine S. Bernstein 

Avraham Marco remembered by Tzipy & Jerry Dash 

Bessie Dash remembered by Tzipy & Jerry Dash 

Harriet Modler remembered by Peter Modler 

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS  - HONORING THE MEMORY OF LOVED ONES    

Tribute Cards 
 

Tribute cards are always in order for happy or sad occasions. These cards are a wonderful way to 
remember or honor someone.  
 

Did you know that you can get on an automatic mailing to those in need of well wishes by contacting the 
office? 
 

A card will automatically be sent from you in your name to those in need of healing and an amount of $18 
(Chai)  will be added to your bill each time a card is sent in your name.  
 

Contact the Temple Office at: 818 843-4787 

 

Shop at Ralphs? Register your 

reward card at ralphs.com and 

add TBE as your organization.  

We will receive a donation when 

you shop! 

Sign up for AmazonSmile and TBE will 

receive a donation when you shop. 

Go to: smile.amazon.com 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
http://ralphs.com
smile.amazon.com
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Follow Us! 

 

special.  On Thanksgiving we were able to have our son Jon and his girlfriend over for 

dinner.  It was so much better than last year when we prepared and delivered dinner with 

all the trimmings while masked, without hugging and while staying 6 feet apart. 

Last December I was counting down the days until the year was over because I could not 

wait to see it go.  This December I am thankful for the progress we have made, I am 

hopeful for the year ahead, looking forward to 2022 because, as the song says, “Next 

year's gonna be better than this year.” 

 

-- IRA L. GOLDSTEIN, President 

(Continued from page 4) 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (CONTINUED) 

Remember the sick, recovering and bereaved with 

cards, calls and visits. 

Please say prayers of Refuah Sh’leimah for: 
 
Fran Bourne Johnson 

Bailey Harrison 

Orven Schanzer has been ill for some time now, may  
G-d grant him comfort and complete recovery. 

Stuart Friedman has been ill.  Let’s join together in 
prayer for his improved and continued good health. 

We pray for Maya Lee & wish her good health 

Please call the Temple Office  
at (818) 843-4787 if a  

Temple Member is sick, recovering or  
hospitalized. 

Havurah Happenings 
 

Havurah Simcha L’Chaim 
 

Havurah Simcha L'Chaim members are mainly retired 
people.  If you would like to join, please let me know.  If 

you would like to be in a new Havurah, please let me 
know and we can try to get a new group started.   

 

Please call me to discuss it. 
 

Ruth Glick  818 780 9134 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
tel:818%20780%209134
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The Temple Beth Emet Sisterhood focus on serving the Temple and the community. 
Membership in Sisterhood means making a commitment to living Jewish. By being a 
member, you become an active link in the history of our people. You serve 
as a role model for Jewish values. Each member blossoms in their own 
individual way as they experience the camaraderie of Sisterhood and 
share in service to the Jewish community.  
 

FROM THE SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT - Marlene Dreyfuss 
 
The Sisterhood had its Parking Lot Sale on November 14th and it was 
very successful.  We made some money and got rid of many "treasures" our members 
brought to us.   I especially want to thank the ladies who came and worked so very 
hard:  Susie Berman, Barbara Harmon, Marlene Dreyfuss, Joanne Serrin, Felicia Van 
Dyke, Cheryl Rye,  Eileen Martin.  We also appreciated the Rabbi's help and the help in 
cleaning up from Joey Tanner, Vincent Van Dyke, and Howard Liebgot.  We took our 
leftovers to Goodwill and made a dent in the toys in the courtyard.  Thank you again to 
everyone who worked so hard and made it a success. 

TEMPLE BETH EMET SISTERHOOD - MARLENE DREYFUSS, PRESIDENT 

This Is Your Personal Invitation to Join Temple Beth Emet’s Sisterhood 

 

Sisterhood is a group of friends who work together for our Temple, our children, and our 

community, in a very tangible way.  Our President,  

We meet the first Sunday of every month at 10:00 AM in Blum Hall.  Please join us.  Dues are only 

$15 per year (commencing September of every year).  Please fill out this form, cut it out and send 

it with your payment to:  TBE Sisterhood, c/o TEMPLE BETH EMET, 600 N. Buena Vista Blvd., 

Burbank, CA  91505; or just leave it with the Temple Office. 

NAME___________________________________________       

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________               

PREFERRED  PHONE______________________   

E-MAIL________________________________________ 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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JOIN OUR TEMPLE BETH EMET SISTERHOOD  

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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ADULT EDUCATION RESUMES 

TEMPLE BETH EMET  

ADULT EDUCATION SERIES 2020-2021 

Presented by RABBI MARK H. SOBEL 

 

We Lived There, Too! 
“Funny you don’t look Jewish!”   

“Oh Yeah. I had my______ fixed!” 

 

NORTH AFRICA AND EGYPT  - December 14, 2021 

 Ptolemy to Elephantine 

 

ETHIOPIA AND SUB SAHARAN AFRICA - January 11, 2022 

 Haile Salasse was one of ours? 

 

CHINA AND JAPAN - February 8, 2022 

 A Tallis by any other name would still wrap  nicely!  

 

INDIA AND COCHIN  - March 8, 2022 

 A madras imprint on my soul 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com


 Page 10               www.TempleBethEmet.com           Office@TempleBethEmet.com         818-843-4787              

  YAHRZEITS  - HONORING THE MEMORY OF LOVED ONES 

NAME REMEMBERED BY: DATE NAME REMEMBERED BY: DATE 

      

At Temple December 3, 2021  At Temple December 17, 2021 (Cont.)  

Alan Matays Gail Arce December 1 Louis Kanefsky Marsha Cohen December 15 

Harriet Modler Peter Modler December 1 Joyce Nathan Leslie Nathan & Michael Heiss December 15 

Joseph Steinmetz James & Susan Levin December 3 Joseph Steinmetz Susan Levin December 15 

Judy Kravitz  Iris Abrams December 4 Shari Altman Rabbi Mark Sobel December 17 

   Ray Beck Scott & Camille Beck December 18 

At Temple December 10, 2021  Fred Friedman Bonnie & Stuart Friedman December 18 

Peter Monaco Rabbi Mark & Mina Sobel December 5 Soloman Murez Herbert Murez December 18 

Hacksun Lue Ron & Merry Dacher December 6    

Leo Peckman The Congregation December 6 At Temple December 24, 2021  

Fanny Sillman Lois Jones December 6 Sadie Weitzman Rabbi Mark & Mina Sobel December 19 

Meir Zollman David & Leona Zollman December 7 Fred Friedman Stuart Friedman December 19 

Golda Meir The Congregation December 8 Edith Russell Gerald & Estelle Becker December 20 

Ida Polakoff Fran Bernstein December 8 Samuel J. Teller Elaine Rubidoux December 21 

Annie Swedlove Herbert Murez December 8 Anne Abramson Shirley Abramson December 24 

Jeffrey Flasher Barbara Flasher December 9 Sybil Factor The Congregation December 25 

Golda Meir Congregation December 8    

Goldie Gelbart Diane Linger December 9 At Temple December 31, 2021  

Marty Feldman Pamela Franklin December 10 Albert Lassoff Marva & Peter Felchlin December 26 

Sylvia Rabin The Congregation December 10 Bessie Dash Jerry & Tzipy Dash December 27 

Josie Rowe Allan Rowe December 10 Raja Tepper Lila Tepper December 27 

   Sadie Weitzman Rabbi Mark Sobel December 27 

At Temple December 17, 2021  Donald Alexander Zahler Adrienne Zahler December 27 

Sam Marcus Ellie Somerfield December 11 Alex Berman Susie & Phil Berman December 30 

Sharon Shuman Joyce Feinsilber December 11 Morris Dacher Ron & Merry Dacher December 30 

Dora Polay Halpern Frances Luben &  December 12 Avraham Marco Jerry & Tzipy Dash December 31 

 Arlene Joyce Seltzer December 14 Carol Pastor The Congregation December 31 

Szerena Weber Beatrice Satmary     

CREATE A LASTING LEGACY 

Planned Giving is a wonderful and loving way to ensure the legacy of Temple Beth Emet 
of Burbank and future generations.  Planned Giving can be as simple as a bequest or a 
more complex financial arrangement which can provide many options and possible tax 
deductions for the donor.   

Speak with your legal and financial advisors as to the best way to structure your wills 
and estate planning to include the Temple in your current and future plans. 

Information on Planned Giving can also be found on our website at:   

 http://www.templebethemet.com/social-action/donations/ 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
http://www.templebethemet.com/social-action/donations/
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  MEMBER CHAI LIGHTS 

December  Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December  Anniversaries 

 

Teagon Barton December 1 

Dan Werner December 3 

Nicole Wolfson December 5 

Alan Cohen December 7 

Susie Berman December 9 

Chloe Solomons December 11 

Rhonda Kess December 15 

Sarah Pacifici December 16 

Rachel Razankova December 16 

Ira Goldstein December 18 

Max Weisman December 18 

Robert Bigley December 21 

Iris Abrams December 22 

Diane Lewis-Goldstein December 22 

Joshua Vaysman December 24 

Rowan Epstein December 26 

Vivian May December 28 

Roni Razankova December 29 

Lauren DeVillier December 30 

Zoey Berman December 31 

Bonnie & Stuart Friedman December 8 

Marc & Cindy Becker December 19 

David & Leona Zollman December 20 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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Lunch With the Rabbi - Every Wednesday at Noon via Zoom.  Shababt Services - Every Friday at 7:00 PM. 

Sunday, January 2 - 10:00 AM - Sisterhood Meeting.  Tuesday, January 4 - 7:00 PM - Temple Board Meeting.  Tuesday, 

January 11 - Adult Education 

DECEMBER 2021 KISLEV/TEVET 5782 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
   1 

12:00 - Lunch with the 

Rabbi on Zoom 

2 3 
7:00PM 
Shabbat Services  

 

4 

 

5 
Religious School 
9:00 AM - Noon 
 
6:30 PM Temple 
Hanukkah 
Celebration 
 

6 

 

7 

7:00PM 

Temple Board 

Meeting 

8 

12:00 - Lunch with the 

Rabbi on Zoom 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 
7:00PM 
Shabbat Services 

11 

12 
Religious School 
9:00 AM - Noon 
 

13 

 

14 

7:00PM 

Adult Education 

Session 2 

15 

12:00 - Lunch with the 

Rabbi on Zoom 

 

 

 

 

16 

 

17 

7:00PM 
Shabbat Services  

 

18 

 

19 
Religious School 
9:00 AM - Noon 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
12:00 - Lunch with the 

Rabbi on Zoom 

23 24 

7:00PM 
Shabbat Services  

25 

26 
No Religious 
School - Winter 
Recess 
 

 

27 
 
 
 

28 29 30 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Year’s Eve 

 

Chai Times  
Submissions  Due 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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TBE  PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS   

IRA L. GOLDSTEIN 

Attorney at Law 

 

I’m retiring!  Thank you for your support  

through the years. 

NoHo Mailboxes 

5062 Lankershim 
Blvd. 

N. Hollywood, CA 
91601 

 

818-506-7744 
Scott & Ezra 

Bergstein 

FedEx, UPS, 
DHL, USPS 
Private 
Mailboxes 
Packing, 
Shipping & 
Office Supplies 

20% off FedEx 
and DHL 
Express 
Shipping for  
Temple 
Members. 

BROWSE OUR  
TEMPLE BETH EMET  
GIFT SHOP 

 
 

TOP QUALITY TALLITS FOR 
MEN, WOMEN, 

BAR & BAT MITZVAH 
All with matching bag and 

kippot. 
All at reasonable prices. 

http://www.templebethemet.com/
mailto:office@templebethemet.com
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